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FCC Issues Reminder 


about HF Tranceivers 


The FCC has issued a friendly re- 
minder about those HF transceivers os- 
tensibly marketed for “amateur” use, but 
actually designed and intended specifi- 
cally for the so-called “freeband” radio 
operators, who operate primarily in the 
26 to 28 MHz frequency range. 

Ina May 13 Public Notice, the FCC 
points out that it’s a violation of FCC 
regulations to import or market a trans- 
mitter designed or intended to operate 
outside the amateur bands unless the 
equipment has been issued a grant of 
equipment authorization for the radio 
services it’s capable of operating. The 
FCC says it wanted to clarify its rules 
on equipment that’s “intended to oper- 
ate in various radio services in the high 
frequency radio spectrum, including 
*10-meter’ Amateur Radio Service (ARS) 
equipment.” The notice—directed to 
“manufacturers, importers, vendors and 
users of these transceivers”——empha- 
sizes that transmitters intended for use 
by FCC-authorized radio services except 
the Amateur Radio Service must be type- 
accepted. 

In the words of the Public Notice: 
“The Commission considers that the 
transceivers discussed above are in- 
tended to be operated on frequencies 
where the use of type-accepted equip- 
ment is required, because of the sim- 
plicity of modifying them to extend their 
operating frequency range.” 

The FCC also noted that it’s ille- 
gal to import, market or operate a trans- 
mitter that requires a grant of equipment 
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SKIP is put on tape every 
month for the benefit of the blind or 
visually impaired. These tapes are 


available if requested and postage 
1s paid both ways. If you are inter- 
ested in this valuable service, con- 
tact Ms. Desaree Stewart, Library 
for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone 1- 
800-226-6075. 


authorization but for which no grant has 
been issued, and that it’s a violation to 
transmit on frequencies allocated to a 
licensed radio service “without the ap- 
propriate Commission-issued station li- 
cense.” Violators could be subject to 
fines or imprisonment as well as equip- 
ment seizure and forfeiture —FCC 


More on Vanity 


Callsign Procedures 


Here are some tips about filing for 
a vanity call sign. Most of these resulted 
from members’ frequently asked ques- 
tions in the wake of the FCC’s announce- 
ment to open filing Gate | on May 31: 

You don’t need to include proof 
that you or your deceased close rela- 
tive formerly held the call sign applied 
for, but the FCC can require proof. Re- 
member that making a false statement 
on an FCC application is against the law 
and is punishable by a fine and/or im- 
prisonment. 

The FTP version of FCC Form 
610V is acceptable for filing. In fact, you 
may even download or obtain it from 
the FCC via the Internet at http:// 
www fcec.gov/Forms/Form610V or ftp:// 
ftp.fcc.gov/pub/Forms/Form610V/, or 
by fax at 202-418-0177 (request Form 
006108). 

Include FCC Form 159 if you’re 
paying for your vanity call sign applica- 
tion by credit card or if multiple applica- 
tions are being paid for with one fee, 
charge or check. But (contrary to in- 
struction for FCC Form 610V) Form 159 
is not required if paying by money or- 
der. Form 159 is available from the FCC 
via the Internet at http://www.fcc.gov/ 
Forms/Form 159 or ftp://ftp.fec.gov/pub/ 
Forms/Form159/. 

Payments made by personal 
check receive equally expedient han- 
dling as money orders or bank checks, 
and no check-clearing delays are ex- 
pected. 

The most recent holder of a call 
sign has first access to that call sign. 
However, a person with an expired li- 
cense that is within the two-year grace 
period is still considered to hold the li- 
cense 

Just prior to announcing the open- 
ing of Gate | in the vanity call sign pro- 


gram, the FCC denied outright three of | 


four petitions for reconsideration and 


granted only part of a fourth petition. 
The amendment the FCC adopted clari- 
fies that a renewal application for a van- 
ity call sign is considered to be filed on 
time when received “on or before” the 
license expiration date. 


In Brief: 


* According to FCC figures, the 
numbers of new hams and of hams 
who’ ve changed their class of license 
are up compared to the last half of 1995. 
New hams for the months of January, 
March and April have each totaled more 
than 3000. and upgraders have topped 
1200. In February, new hams numbered - 
2109, and there were 980 upgraders. 
During the last half of 1995—which in- 
cluded the Federal government furlough 
the last half of December—the number 
of new hams averaged 2137 per month, 
while upgrades averaged 811 per month. 

* Students at Eisenhower Middle 
School in Texas, which has a scheduled 
SAREX QSO with STS-78 in June, will 
do their own earthbound micro-gravity 
experiment, involving 70-cm ATV be- 
tween the school and the Brooks Air 
Force Base Lab. During the QSO itself, 
more than 100 students and parents will 
be in the auditorium.—Rosalie White, 
WAISTO 

* A Mir update: The astronauts 
and cosmonauts aboard the Mir orbital 
complex report the ICOM-228 has been 
switched from the 25-W output setting 
to 5 W to conserve power. This change 
should result in a signal reduction of 
about one S-unit. US Astronaut Shan- 
non Lucid continues to operate under 
Russian Amateur Radio rules. Legally, 
she may use the Russian club call sign 
ROMIR. There are, however, some limi- 
tations for hams in the US, which does 
not currently have a third-party traffic 
agreement with Russia. This agreement 
does not affect Shannon, but it does 
affect US Amateur Radio stations. All 
properly licensed Amateur Radio sta- 
tions in the US may talk to Shannon or 
anyone else on Mir, but they may not 
let unlicensed individuals—third par- 
ties—talk to anyone aboard Mir. 
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AMATEUR & COMMERCIAL 


NEW & USED 
TRADES WELCOMED 
REPAIRS ON ALL BRANDS 


~ LARGEST SELECTION OF USED HAMGEAR IN CENTRAL FLORIDA!!! 


¢ BUILDERS!!! WE HAVE THE LARGEST SELECTION OF PARTS IN 
THE SOUTH!!! 


TUBES 

AIR VARIABLES 
METERS 
RECTIFIERS 
TRANSFORMERS 
HARDWARE 
KNOBS 
CONNECTORS 
COAX 


° AMATEUR | 
REPEATERS BUILT WE BUY USED 
TO ORDER EQUIPMENT 
° PACKET RADIO CONSIGNMENTS 
SPECIALISTS WELCOME 
WE'VE MOVED!!! 


COME SEE US AT OUR GIGANTIC NEW LOCATION! 
1544 W. CASS ST,TAMPA,FL 33606 
, (CORNER OF CASS & ROME) 


800-886-8023 
(813) 251-8023 FAX (813) 254-0530 


OR ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB AT 
http://www. flanet.com/~Idbrewer 
or soon to be: 
http://www.ldbrewer.com 
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Clipper Chip Ill 


Here we go again! Lulled into a 
false sense of security that the govern- 
ment, unmercifully ridiculed and 
soundly criticized for Clipper Chip I and 
II, sounded retreat. Perhaps it no longer 
had a consuming desire to protect us 
unenlightened individuals from the on- 
slaught of terrorists and pornography 
that mysteriously finds its way into com- 
puters, especially those of famlies with 
children. 

The headlines of May 25th trum- 
pet a new White House draft proposal 
“to regulate encryption technology do- 
mestically and abroad”. Translating the 
bureaucratic bullchip, it says, “Here 
come da Clipper Chip, here come da Clip- 
per Chip!” 

The Associated Press interprets 
the White House syrup as saying, “The 
plan would help ensure secure online 
communication, which is essential if the 
Internet is to become a commercial mar- 
ketplace”. 

According to the administration, 
everything digital in America can be 
transacted, transmitted, transferred, 
trans-whatever without worrying that 
someone (maybe a terrorist, maybe a 
militiaman) might invade their privacy. 
[A crescendo of the singing strings] 
Transactions would be protected by 
unbreakable codes. [Back projection 
shows wisps of clouds on a deep blue 
sky. An American flag flies lazily in the 
distance. ] 

How’s ‘bout maybe the govern- 
ment invading our privacy? Since the 
administration asks users to turn in their 
encryption keys to the government in 
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exchange for this peace of mind and se- 
curity, who’s the lamebrain telling me 
that my communications are protected 
by “unbreakable” codes. The whole 
concept of the Clipper Chip is to pro- 
vide the appropriate authorities access 
to information transmitted over the 
Internet. Just when did someone be- 
sides me become the appropriate author- 
ity to evaluate my personal transmis- 
sions over the Internet? 

My mind immediately shifts to the 
little noted fact that the IRS can invade 


one’s home to compile an inventory of 


possessions and determine if one’s stan- 
dard of living appears to exceed the stan- 
dard of living reported on tax forms. 
Place the IRS in the same solar system 
with the clipper chip and one will wit- 
ness the birth of a new galaxy of collec- 
tion, enforcement, encroachment, inva- 
sion and maybe even entrapment 
schemes. 

Without probing the depths of the 
Clipper Chip’s intrusion in one’s per- 
sonal privacy, I must reflect on the vul- 
nerability of innocent individuals within 
the scope of the latest and greatest ter- 
rorism bill. The definition of a terrorist 
is so vague that most of us could qualify 
as a terrorist depending on the mood of 
the all knowing Big Brother. Couple the 
terrorism bill with the capabilities of the 
Clipper Chip and we’re into some seri- 
ous possibilities and probabilities for 
abuse. 

Two of the most sensitive and 
controversial issues in our society to- 
day are gun control and abortion. There 
are millions of outstanding, responsible, 
law-abiding and respectable persons on 
both sides of these issues. Then there 
are the politically elite who feel com- 
pelled to legislate standards for these 
issues that directly conflict with the re- 
ligious beliefs of some and the per- 
ceived constitutional rights of others. 
Supporters on both sides do not take 
the issues lightly and violent confron- 
tations result. When the disruption in- 
vades the sanctity of the government, 
it’s easy to see how the government 
could craft the characteristics of a ter- 
rorist organization in a manner that in- 
nocent citizens with noble intentions are 
branded as terrorists. This is especially 
true when the beliefs of the organiza- 
tion are diametrically opposed to the 
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intentions of the government. This is 
catastrophic with a government with 
totalitarian intentions. The Clipper Chip 
provides tempting technology for inva- 
sion of privacy and abuse of ordinary 
citizens by ... “authorized authorities”. 

It’s curious how the revival of the 
administration’s interest in the Clipper 
Chip closely follows introduction of a 
bipartisan bill (S.1726) to encourage the 
widespread availability of strong, easy- 
to-use encryption technologies. Known 
as the Promotion of Commerce Online 
in the Digital Era (Pro-CODE), the bill 
would relax Cold War era export con- 
trols which have constrained the devel- 
opment and use of strong privacy and 
security technologies. The bill would 
allow the unrestricted export of “mass- 
market” or “public-domain” encryption 
programs, including Pretty Good Pri- 
vacy and the popular World Wide Web 
browsers; require the Secretary of Com- 
merce to allow the less restricted export 
of other encryption technologies if prod- 
ucts of similar strength are available out- 
side the United States and prohibits the 
federal government from imposing man- 
datory key-escrow encryption policies 
on the domestic market and limiting the 
authority of the Secretary of Commerce 
to set standards for encryption prod- 
ucts. Simply said, it prevents the gov- 
ernment from shoving the Clipper Chip 


down our throats. 

The original sponsors of the Pro- 
CODE Act were: Senators Burns (R- 
MT), Dole (R-KS), Faircloth (R-NC), 
Leahy (D-VT), Murray (D-WA), Pressler 
(R-SD), and Wyden (D-OR). According 
to Will Roger of Inter@ctive Week, “The 
new proposals, unofficially referred to 
as Clipper III, already are meeting with 
derision from sponsors of encryption 
legislation now before Congress. Said 
one House Commerce Committee staff 
member, ‘We’re very disappointed. We 
understood industry had been included 
in a lot of talks with [the administration] 
and we were hoping it would be a far 
cry from this. It’s key escrow warmed 
over, and that’s it.” 

| find it ironic an administration, 
that quickly seized on the success of 
the Internet - proudly proclaiming it as 
the Dawn of the Information Age - views 
it as a potential den of terrorism and the 
vehicle for uncontrolled free speech. 
The evolution of the Internet as a free- 
wheeling global society will make regu- 
lation nearly impossible. 

If the government has its way, we 
will be like monkeys who hear no evil, 
see no evil or speak no evil. For the time 
being, I’m going to be a jackass and not 
budge from my opinion that the evil is - 
the Clipper Chip. 


ARRL REPRESENTED AT HURRICANE CONFERENCE 


Field Services Manager Rick Palm 
was in Orlando, Florida, April 2-5 for the 
National Hurricane Conference and took 
part in a training session, “The Role of 
Amateur Radio in Hurricane Communi- 
cations.” The session, attended by 
about 50 people—many of them hams— 
was moderated by Dr. Michael Carter, 
N3PDK, of the National Hurricane 
Conference’s executive committee. 

Palm opened the session with an 
overview of Amateur Radio’s role in di- 
saster operations. He discussed the 
FCC’s charge to Amateur Radio licens- 
ees in providing a service to the public 
in times of emergency and disaster, ad- 
dressed the reasons why Amateur Ra- 
dio is such an important resource to 
emergency planners and also talked 
about training and licensing, equipment 
considerations, tasks that should. and 
should not be assigned to amateurs, 
ARES, non-ARRL wide-area nets, prin- 
ciples of disaster communication and 
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other aspects. 

Steve Richbourg, KO4TT, District 
Emergency Coordinator for the Florida 
West Panhandle District, discussed his 
district ARES organization’s response 
to hurricanes Opal and Erin. Northern 
Florida Section Emergency Coordinator, 
George Thurston, W4MLE, presented a 
detailed discussion of his section’s 
emergency operations plan and organi- 
zation. Virgin Islands Section Manager 
Ron Hall, KP2N, discussed the chal- 
lenges of meeting the communications 
needs on St Thomas following the dev- 
astation there from Hurricane Marilyn. 
Southern Florida SEC Manny 
Papandreas, W4SS, who also has exten- 
sive ARES and RACES experience, dis- 
cussed RACES operations, principally 
during the Hurricane Andrew disaster. 

Hurricane Watch Net Manger 
Jerry Herman, N3BDW,, presented an 
overview of the role and operation of 
the Hurricane Watch Net during the 1995 

Continued on page I1_ 


Terrorism Bill 
Nails its first 


Internet Terrorist 


The London Telegraph reports, 
in their May 27th issue, that a Univer- 
sity of Texas in El Paso student, Jose 
Saavedra was charged with making a 
terrorist threat to a public official. 

Mr. Saavedra became the first 
person so charged under the broad 
new terrorism bill recently passed and 
signed into law by President Clinton. 

The student, who took issue 
with California Senator Tim Leslie’s 
proposal to allow hunting of moun- 
tain lions in California, expressed his 
views in several environmental and 
political Internet discussion groups. 
His suggestion that the Senator 
should be hunted, skinned and 
mounted was viewed with alarm by 
the authorities and led to his arrest 
for making a terrorist threat. 


Ed. Note: Oh my! I suggest you 


read my Editorial which was writ- 
ten before this. 


Is Your Shack Grounded? 


110 Copper 


a 


Solid Copper Buss Stainless Steel Hardware 
Grounding Stud Every 6 Inches 
Ground all of your equipment chassis’s to a 
single earth ground in one easy installation. 


Ground It 


2 ft. $16.95 3 ft. $21.95 4 ft. $26.95 
$5.00 S&H each + $2.00 additional per buss 


Flexible Rope Wire Straps 
w/Term. Ends, All Solid Copper $2.50 per ft. 
S&H free with buss, $3.00 without 


Practice 

Oscillator 

Very Compact Size 2 1/4” W x 4 3/6° L x 21/4” H 
Weighted Base, Color Black w/Stainless Key, 

Anti Skid Feet, Variable Tone. 
Adjustable Volumn, 9 Volt Bat. Installed. 

Can also be used w/straight key of your choice 
30 day money back guarantee + 1 yr warranty 
$24.95 + $5 S&H each + $2 additional per oscil. 

Mail check/money order 


http://www.cqinternet.com/jms.htm 
To send fax or phone 203-461-8768 


J.M.S. 


35 Hilltop Ave. Dept. F 


Stamford, CT 06907. J. Martin Systems 


Ed Roller, K4lA 


GN reported by “Rip” AA4HT 


Gator Net April checkins and traffic were both down 
slightly from March. Total checkins for April were 218 and 
206 total pieces of traffic were handled. Just a reminder to 
those of you that are up at 8:30 A.M., We would love to have 
you join us any morning on 3651 KHZ.-You will find that 
Gator Net is a very friendly and helpful traffic net and will 
make you feel welcome. The welcoming party will generally 
consist of K4JI, W4TYT, W3CUL, WA4EYU, W4VQQ, N4FL, 
WT4F, N4EKC, AA4HT, and others, Two of our regular mem- 
bers will celebrate their birthday during the month of May. 
WA4EYU, Charlie, will celebrate his on Mayfl0th and W41YT, 
Andy, will celebrate his on May 24th. I won’t mention their 
ages since they both look so young. Even though traffic will 
probably slow down during the summer, remember that Gator 
Net is always ready, willing and able to move your traffic. 
Hope to see you on Gator Net at 8:30 A.M. on 3651 KHZ 
every morning. 73 de AA4HT 


Larry was unable to send to complete report this 
month. He is having modem problems. One attempt to send 
resulted in a SKIP failure. Unfortunately we ran out of 
time. Ed. 


SEFTN by Bob, KC4ZHF - Assistant Net 


Manager 

SEFTN has expanded its early session to five days, 
Monday thru Friday at 11:30 am. Donna, AE4QA is Asst. Net 
Mgr. in charge of the early session and has been doing a 
great job. The early session remains open until all traffic is 
passed. Laura, WA9VND and Rich, KA2YZM are the Net 
Reps. The regular session at 6 pm remains seven days per 
week and continues to be a traffic handling/training net. 

One of our latest new members, who recently received 
his license, is Joe, KF4JAS, eleven years old, who is already 
sending and receiving traffic. Keep up to good work Joe. 

Statistics thru the month of April included 1176 sta- 
tions, 376 traffic and 1996 minutes during 48 sessions. The 
103rd consecutive month with over 1000 stations. Number 
1000 was KC4HOG. NCS was KC4ZHF. 

100% attendance was achieved by W4/PZ1BK, KD4GR, 
KD4HUG, N4ILN, KD4JMV, WB4PAM, WA9VND and 
KC4ZHF. 

Since our traffic tips night is Tuesday, and the 30th fell 
on that day, it was only appropriate to discuss SAR and 
PSHR reports. This was presented by Jim, KD4GR. Laura, 
WAYVND, started the month off with two sessions of traffic 
tips, dealing with proper message format. A great big thanks 
to all that provide information for these sessions. 

Ford, KB4WBY went on a “Budget” Cruise and came 
back after two weeks totally exhausted. I understand that 
they made him row the boat! 

SEFTN meets daily on the 146.19/79 MHz repeater. The 
early session is at 11:30 am - Monday thru Friday and the 
regular session at 6 pm daily. All stations are invited to par- 
ticipate. 73/88 Bob. 
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Frank Obenauf, W2IAJ 


Sun City Chapter #195 by Lorraine Witkowski, WAIEDR 

On March 14th, the chapter met at Stacey’s Restaurant 
with 29 amateurs and 6 guest attending. The President Leo 
Witkowski, K1QPJ announced that the chapter had received 
Charter number 195, dated February 8, 1996. 

Blanche Randles, W4GXZ noted that there were four 
Chapter Presidents in attendance: Leo Witkowski, K1QPJ 
(Chapter 195), Alan Pickering, KJON (Pelican Chapter 128), 
William Bell, K4A VH (Gator Chapter 32), and Croft Taylor, 
VE3CT (Sun Coast Chapter 53. Also attending was QCWA 
Treasurer, Wes Randles, W4COW. Croft Taylor is also a Di- 
rector of QCWA. 

The proposed By-Laws were discussed, modified and 
accepted. Bill Bell, K4 A VH, President of Gator Chapter, pre- 
sented Bob Fairchild, K4FG the QCWA 75-year Amateur 
Award. The was the 61st award issued by the QCWA. 

_ Croft Taylor brought registration forms for the National 


Convention to be held in Ottawa, Canada, October 4-6, 1996. 


He talked bout the goals and aims of QCWA and its relation- 
ship with foreign amateurs. 


Robert Fairchild, K4FG of Sun City Center hold the 75- 
year Award presented by William Bell, KAAVH (Gator 
President) on left. Sun City Center President Leonard 
Witkowski, KIQPJ (r) looks on. 
SE Florida Chapter #12 by Betty Clark, W4GGQ 
Our chapter was again pleased to host the QCWA Hos- 
pitality Booth at the Miami Tropical Hamboree and to greet 
members from all parts of the USA. Chapter 12 also donated 
a watch for the ladies prize at the Hamboree. 
At our recent meeting we have had several members in 
our “spotlight”: Charlie Cox, W4RSG was awarded his 55- 
year award in January. Joe Poerschke, WB4HIS works as a 
Project Engineer for company that sets up emergency call 
boxes on I-75. Jose Deschapelles, W2JD, our newest mem- 
ber, works as a Supervising Engineer for a company that 
provides TB and broadcast equipment to South America. 
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Art Rauch, W4VZ, Secretary, is recovering nicely from 
quadruple by-pass heart surgery and we were pleased to 
have him back at the April meeting. 

The chapter meets at noon on the third Saturday of 
each month at Her-Bets Restaurant, 3900 NW 79 Avenue, 
Miami. Come join us. 

Hernando Chapter #148 by Eunice Gordon, WIUKR 

On April 3rd we had a combination get-together cel- 
ebrating Bev and John’s upcoming Golden Wedding anni- 
versary and our usual “Bye Bye Snow Bird” picnic. There 
were 48 members and guests present. The food was out- 
standing, the weather was perfect and a wonderful time was 
had by all. | 

Celebrating birthdays for May are: Chad, W3IKO, 
Linwood, WA4SPR. Rita, SYL of Frank W1 YTB, Leona, 
KA4WPL and Phil W4ABI. 

May anniversaries include: Edgar, W2RPZ and Vir- 
ginia, and Don, K4CMJ and Anna. Best wishes to all. 

On April 17th we had our regular meeting and there 
were 28 in attendance. Our newest member Joe Marsh was 
introduced. Many of our Snow Birds have departed and a 
lot more will be departing within the next two weeks. We 
wish them all a safe flight, a very fine summer and a safe 
return in the fall. Bob and I leave next week and hope every- 
one has a fine summer, 

Our next meeting will be at Pier 688 on Wednesday 
May 15th at 11:30. During the summer there will be informal 
lunches. 

Golden Triangle Chapter 173 by Ken Lappe, KS4LT 

The chapter serves Central Florida in Lake and Sumter 
counties. We meet monthly in Leesburg Florida and anyone 
in the area is invited to attend. The chapter is presently 
searching for a permanent meeting site. The meetings are 
on the 2nd Saturday of the month. . . 

On air meetings are held each Tuesday evening at 
1900 hours local time on the 147.255 MHz LARA Repeater. 

Gator Chapter #32 by Bart Bridge, W2ZYQ 

The April meeting was attended by 48 members and 
guests. This was the largest attendance of the year. The 
program was a very interesting talk and slide presentation 
by Dr. William Kern, a Specialist on Urban Wildlife from the 
Pinellas County Cooperative Extension Services. Dr. Kern 
described the various wildlife found in Florida and the steps 
taken to preserve their habitat. 

Art Monsees, W4BK reported on the QCWA CW 
QSO Party. Art has only received 109 logs as compared to 
138 in 1995. Don Bice, W4PCO reported he had received 104 
logs to date for the Phone QSO Party. If you failed to send 
in your log, you have only a few days left. Treasurer Bill 
Carpenter, N4PEO was moving and could not attend but 
reported a balance on hand. : 

President Bill Bell, K4 A VH presented Frank Obenauf, 
W2IAJ with a Meritorious Service Award from the Chapter. 
Frank has done an excellent job lining up a program each 
month and conducting the meetings in the absence of the 
President. 

Visiting this month were Jackie and Jay Strom, K9BSL, 
QCWA National Activities Manager. Jay told us about the 
up-coming National Convention in Ottawa Canada. Jay also 
reminded us that it will soon be time to elect National Offic- 
ers. We Randles, W4COW is retiring as National Treasurer 


SKIP ¢ June 1996 


and has endorsed Jay as his replacement. Jay asked that we 
support his election and keep the State of Florida repre- 
sented on the National Board. 

. This was the last meeting until Fall for a number of 
our members as they will soon be heading North. We wish 
them a safe journey and look forward to their return in the 
fall. 

Birthdays this month are: Bob Kliber, KR&8G, Wade 
Hermann, W4WWW, Harry Larson, WOJK, Phil Winters, 
K8THT, Dennis Griffin, WA2CEB. : 

The Gator Chapter Net meets on the K9BSL repeater 
Saturday mornings at 0900 local. The frequency is 145.290 
down 600 kHz. All are welcome. The Chapter meeting is 
held the first Saturday of every month at Stacey’s Buffet 
1451 Missouri Avenue in the Midway Shopping Plaza, 
Clearwater. Lunch starts at 11:00 with the meeting at noon. 
See you there. 

Pelican Chapter #128 by J. Frederick Strom, K9BSL 

The meeting of Chapter #128 was held at Staceys 
Buffet in St. Petersburg on April 17, 1996 with 24 members 
and guests present. 

Virginia Mollenhaur X YL of Bob K4MWH (SK) was 
reported to have had a slight stroke and is recovering nicely 
Hal Fox, W3AA is reported not to be doing well. Hal is in 
bed now for about 95% of the time. He received his 60 year 
award at the March meeting. Mary Staton, XYIL. of Owen, 
WAONII was reported to have had surgery last week and 
recovering nicely. Owen Staton is doing nicely after recent 
lung surgery. It was announced that Milt Chaffee, WIEFW 
was a silent key. He was a QC WA National Director 

After the noon raid on the buffet bar, President Alan, 
KJ9ON persuaded Treasurer Don Bice, W4PCO to give the 
treasurer’s report. Following that, Jay, K9OBSL presented 
the Secretary’s report after which the minutes of the March 
20th meeting were read. 

Dave Stocky, K4KE was presented a 55 year award by 
Alan. Howard Rubicon, K4GHK and Sheldon Shalett, 
W9TDQ were scheduled to receive their 55 and 50 year 
awards respectively but were unable to attend. 

The November 20th Pelican Big Brown Bird Picnic 
was discussed. With Alan asking the following Pelican mem- 
bers to perform the following tasks: Don Bice, Registration 
and tickets, Bill Bell, K4A VH, reservation of the Shelter #13 
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Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? 

Then you shouid belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 

159 E. 16th Ave 


| Eugene, OR 97401-4017 y} 


Y QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, !NC 


Don Browne, KQ4YM 


Knights Member 
K9BSL Candidate For 
QCWA Office 

The Knights of the 
Kilocycie, amateur radio’s 
oldest net, was organized on 
Christmas Day, 1929, and is 
now celebrating it’s 66th an- 
niversary of operation. The 
Knights meet every Sunday 
morning at 7:30 on 3910 Kilo- 
cycles. Since 1929 there 
have been over 530 member- 
ships awarded to amateur 
operators. The Knights al- 
ways welcomes new mem- 
bers. A membership certificate is earned after five consecu- 
tive weekly check-ins to the net. 

And here goes the Knightly News: Long-time member 
Jay Strom, K9BSL of St. Pete ran for the office of Treasurer of 
the National QCWA in May. Jay has been a regular with the 
Knights for a long time. He announces the birthday and anni- 
versary list of members each Sunday on the Net. Jay has held 
office for the last 9 years with the Pelican Chapter of the 
QCWA and has been on the Convention Committee and has 
also served as co-chairman of the committee. Jay edits the 
Pelican chapter newsletter monthly. He owns and maintains 
the K9BSL/QCWA repeater on 145.29 in St. Pete. Jay isa 1950 
graduate of Ball University and retired from ARCO in 1981. 
Jay also announced recently on the net that the “OLD 
GOATS” are back on their morning get together at 7:30 on 
3.910Mhz. This jovial group of old timers meet informally 
each morning. Listen in and join up with the lively discussion 
if you have some morning time. Master Ocillator, Charlie, 
K8RIF put in some volunteer time with the Lakeland Radio 
Club at the local mall handling Mother’s Day traffic mes- 
sages. He also is a regular volunteer for three days at the 
annual Sun ‘N Fun Fly-in at Lakeland. He has over 11 years 
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at Lake Seminole Park and arrangements with the caterer. Jay, 
K9BSL, publicity, libation and prizes. 

Alan also called attention to the need of nominations 

for the Phil Stern Award, Nominations will close on 20 No- 
vember, 1996 for Plaque presentation at the December Meet- 
ing. Nominations can be sent to Bill Bell, K4AVH, Chairman, 
Eli Nannis, K4JMH, member, and Blanche Randles, W4GXZ, 
member. 
Gerry Bell, XYL of Bill, K4A VH has been taking bottles 
to the St. Petersburg Free Clinic. Gerry reports that she has 
taken 422 bottles so far in 1996 and 2105 since relieving Don, 
W4PCO. 

Wes, W4COW gave a brief report on the happenings 
at the QCWA Board Meeting at San Antonio, Texas in April 
QSO part for 1997 will be open to all amateurs, not just to 
QCWA members. It will be a contest for highest score, to last 
24 hours, on February 8 at 1200Z until February 9th at 1200Z. 
Wes also mentioned that there were several resignations from 
the QCWA Board of Directors so there will be changes on 
the ballot when it comes out. 
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Hi! fn. Dow Browne. 


of volunteer work at the fly-in. Stan, W4JKK of Sebastian 
has been out on his lake behind his new home. He recently 
took his neighbor for a voyage on his Hobie Cat. “Gardners” 
Bob AD4XS, Bob W4KOG, and Marian KC4MFT have all 
been doing their greenthumb thing out in the yard. Doug 
NASLS reports his tomatoes doing well and Tom W1MRJ has 
trimmed those bouganvillas back. Marion KC4MFT and Doug 
N4SLS also report visiting Doug’s sister and 100-year old 
mother recently. Doug has been taking a CAD computer — 
course recently. 

Wes W4COW and Blanche W4GXZ have left Florida 
for New Hampshire for the summer. The net had a lively dis- 
cussion about the internet one recent Sunday. There is a 
great concern over privacy issues on the World Wide Web. 
There is so much public information available now that can 
easily be searched through the internet. It is of some concern 
just what information should be easily available and of what. 
use is to made of the information that is available. 

New Florida Web Site for Amateur Radio: 

I have recently been compiling info to put on a new 
web site. It began as a local site for the communities around 
the area where I live. There is local general information and 
some classified advertising for residents of the area. Addi- 
tionally, I have added ham and shortwave listening informa- 
tion. There are listings of all Glades and Hendry County hams 
as well as those residing in Lehigh Acres, Florida. Included 
are call signs and license class. There is also 2-meter frequen- 
cies of local repeaters and simplex frequencies for residents 
and visitors. There are also listings of shortwave radio pro- 
grams about ham radio and computers that can be heard eas- 
ily in Florida and local programs as well. The web address is: 

http://members.aol.com/browne 

We encourage new check-ins each Sunday morning to 
ham radio’s oldest net. Please join us each Sunday at 7:30 
AM, 3910 Kilocycles and let us know what’s been happening 
in your area. We welcome all hams from anywhere that can 
hear us. Invite your out of state friends to listen in and call in 
some Sunday morning. See you all on Sunday morning. 


Silent Keys 


We regret to report the ‘passing of the following 
Amateur Radio Operators. Please notify SKIP of silent 
keys in your area. : 


W4PCP - Howard C. Arnold, Hollywood 
KB1OB - Teedie Andres, Belleview 
NCI1W - George W. Sweatt, Pompano Beach 


KB4DBU - Arthur B. Beetle, Saint Petersburg 
KD4HOM - Robert G. Baxter, Daytona Beach 
K4KUL - Thomas N. Pyke, Orlando 

W4ZUT - Leonard Warren, Key West 
N7DKU - Doria R. Koelling, Plant City 
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Top Twenty Trafficers - Apr. 1996 South Florida BBS Totals - Apr., 1996 
-by AA4HT and WX4J Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


PERS BUL TOT MSGS - 
0 154 4432 4586 
. 244 1463 9680 11387 
3 775 7805 8583 
18 1320 5746 7084 
2 379 7314 7695 
0 221 4823 5044 
30 841 5722 6593 
19 341 8394 8754 
20 2819 9418 2257 
0 216 10233 10449 
0 176 8886 9062 
3 329 5240 5572 
43 1591 5013 6647 
61 3676 3737 
-NO REPORT- 
-NO REPORT- 
0 303 4922 5225 
0 101 3460 3561 
0 16 517 533 
-NO REPORT- 
28 1532 7786 9346 
4 2240 9602 11846 
3 653 7370 8026 
3) 883 : 5194 6082 
18 1379 5027 6424 
N4HHP 120 6926 10280 17326 
Teen Ham Arrested on N4JOA 0 128 5298 5426 
S Ch N4XEO © 1 939 5288 6228 
W4DPH 128 5803 8291 14222 
canner arges W4MWP 17 362 9211 9590 
Greg Godsey, KF4BDY, a 16-year-old ham from  |W40T -NO REPORT- 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky, was arrested May 11 by local police bre a f! aee Pte aay 
who charged him with calrying a scanner that could receive WB2WPA - 480 4355 es 
police radio frequencies. His Radio Shack HT X-202 2-meter |wpamoz 14 614 4734 6362 
transceiver was confiscated. At a court appearance May 14, |WB4TEM 41 853 5715 6609 
he was bound over for trial on June 4. The judge reportedly hi tet 371 2749 9344 12464 
didn’t hear any arguments concerning whether the law was ne : Sie hae SATA 
broken, possibly because the arresting officer wasn’t present. |wx3K 0 2871 8113 10984 


According to reports, Greg, the ARES EC for Christian 
County, Kentucky, and a ham since last summer, was de- 
tained by Hopkinsville Police. The officer indicated that when 
he arrived, Greg “was talking on a radio that is capable of 
receiving police frequencies. | verified this by keying my 
radio, which broke the squelch on [Greg’s] radio.” 

Greg denies the charges and says his radio has not 
been modified and cannot receive or transmit outside of the 
2-meter band. He has sought advice from the ARRL in re- 
solving the matter. ARRL Regulatory Information Branch 
Supervisor Norman Bliss, WA1CCQ, says the Kentucky law 
exempts equipment possessed by a licensed Amateur Radio 
operator that is capable of receiving police frequencies. 


Linear Power Suppli 


5501 S.W. 25th Court - Hollywood, Florida mp eae ncar Lower 


5v 2.6A AC/DC 
Tv 1.6A AC/DC Elec 


Custom Metal Fabrication | | 12v 2A LAMBDA LOS Z 


NTS TOTAL: 1222 
Excellent turn-out this month! Only four bbs’s failed to send in 
a report. Thanks to all who did! 

If you have any questions, or need the software utilities to 
generate your BBS report, drop me a note with your name, 
address and size floppy needed. There’s no charge. The utilities 
work with all types of bbs software except TCP/IP (NOS.) 
Remember, North Florida BBS’s should send their reports to 
N4GMU @ N4GMU. South Florida BBS’s to KB4VOL @ 
KB4VOL. Reports MUST be sent on the Ist covering BBS 
activity for the previous month. Please participate! 

73... Bill, KB4VOL @ KB4VOL, ARRL Packet Manager South 
Florida. 


. i fs, Adjustable. 
Amateur & Commercial ~«C»>__| WAL-TECH ELECTRONIC 


i 200 SW 20th St. 
e-mail: fraserreb@aol.com Ft Lauderdale, FL 33315 


H.B. Fraser Telephone | Pena . 954-522-5271 
President KA4VXL 954-989-4658 oo 954-522-5811 Fax 954-5 


Sun ‘n Fun EAA Fly-in 


-by Ginger Fitzgerald, WB4SOU 

The Polk Ham Club set up and operated the Polk 
Ham Club amateur radio station, W4TJM during the Sun 
‘n Fun EAA Fly-in April 13-20 at Lakeland, Florida. The 
message center and mobile communications van (owned 
by Norm Weddell - W9HOH, was operated by twenty- 
eight volunteers which in- 
cluded members from the 
Polk Ham Club and additional 
Ham volunteers from 
throughout Polk County. The 
Sun ‘n Fun EAA Fly-in be- 
gan 22 years ago and this has 
been the club’s 13th project. 
Total attendance for the fly- 
in was 686,000. There were 
39,267 out-of-town visitors, 
343,092 local visitors. 


The project Co-Chair- 
man and logistics was Lucky 
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hurricane season. Working from slides, 
he explained the operation of the net 
and its special relationship with the staff 
and station at the National Hurricane 
Center. He also said he needs more net 
control stations as well as more stations 
to report in from affected areas during 
storms and in their wake. 

Joe Schmidt, W4NKJ, coordina- 
tor of the station W4EHW at the Na- 
tional Hurricane Center discussed his 
operation, and how the forecasters use 
information from Amateur Radio observ- 
ers. Outfitted with new equipment do- 
nated by major manufacturers, the sta- 
tion is located in a room adjacent to the 
main forecasting room (see Public Ser- 
vice, QST, May 1996). 

Palm also discussed the role of 
ARRL Headquarters in supporting lo- 
cal Amateur Radio disaster operations, 
including the function of the Public Ser- 
vice Branch, League services and pub- 
lications, training and programs. “I re- 
viewed our functions during actual hur- 
ricane events, which consist of gather- 
ing and processing information, and 
composing and transmitting W1AW 
bulletins and distributing situation re- 
ports,” he said. Palm also conducted a 
roundtable discussion involving North- 
ern Florida SM Rudy Hubbard, 
WA4PUP, and Southern Florida SM 
*“Rip” Van Winkle, AA4HT, as panelists. 
“We answered questions, and Rudy 
and Rip gave their perspectives on their 
respective section’s activities in support 
of disaster relief in hurricane situations,” — 
he reported. 
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Parker-K4EBO, Traffic Coordinator Rip VanWinkle - AA4HT 
(Section Manager for Southern Florida), Assistant Traffic 
Coordinator Chet Carruth - AB4XK, Engineering Norm 
Weddell - W9HOH, Talk-in Everett Siebert - KD4BGY, and 
{Public Relations Jo Weddell. Directions and talk-in infor- 
mation was supplied through the Rich Rexroad Repeater 
147.375. Contacts made with people requesting directions 
to the site and other area informa- 
tion totaled 132. The Polk Experi- 
mental Group 145.655 and Lake 
Wales repeater Associatin 147.330 
‘were also used as alternate 
frequenc9ies during rush hours. 
A total of 731 visitors signed the 
guest register representing 49 
states and 14 countries, of which 
406 were licensed amateur radio 
operators. A total of 726 messages 
were sent.Sun ‘n Fun EAA Fly-in 
awarded ten year pins for volun- 
teer work to Gene Collins-N4NCR 
and Dennis Drury-KB4MON. 


In celebration of the 13 year Polk Ham Club project, a 
covered dish picnic organized by Norm and Jo Weddell, 
and a hidden transmitter hunt took place Sunday, April 28 
at Mary Holland Park in Bartow, Florida and enjoyed by all. 
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Status Report - Florida 
Skip 
After having all things electrical 
touched by a higher power, Skip has 


been recovering, rebuilding, and repro- 
gramming. Two brand new computers 


hum by my side but that is not to say » 


they are humming the tune I want to 
hear. They still harbor the secrets of 
operating with Windows 95. Some pre- 
viously used publishing applications 
either act weird with ‘95’ or else the 
charge d’affaires (me) must find some 
magic DLL’s that will fix everything. 

As one notices the lack of reports 
in recent issues, the biggest irritation is 
the demise of my “talking lady” Fax/ 
Data/Phone manager. The machine, 
manufactured by AEA, is no longer 
manufactured or serviced. Since I can’t 
dedicate a computer to receive faxes, I 
must go through a fax-receiving drill 
when someone has something to send. 
When in the publishing mode, this is a 
pain since the publishing program 


doesn’t coexist with just about any- - 


“LOV' 
NEW MODES -: PLS 2 
Heron ves WHICH ONE'S FOR 


=—=—=\| also covered. 


thing. During the past month, I at- 
tempted to establish friendly relations 
between the publishing program and the 
fax with disastrous results. The publish- 
ing program wrote to my Windows 95 
Registry. For those who would like to 
know, the Registry is the THING that 
controls EVERY THING and if SOME- 
THING ain’t just right, NOTHING will 
work. The resulf: I had to perform the 
dastardly deed of executing the FDISK 
command. Again, for those who would 
like to know, it’s similar to burning down 
your house, then rebuilding it, because 
the breaker box won’t work. 

F-ing the disk could drive the 
strongest, most stable of man, over the 
edge. For me, I considered entering a 
monastary - ya know, one of those where 
you’re not allowed to talk to anybody 
except once a year. But, since I’m not 
reknown for my chanting abilities, I re- 
considered. 

All things considered, I’m getting 
back to my normal state of disorganiza- 
tion. 

ger// 
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Read all about your favorite 
modes of amateur radio 
digital communications! 


The DIGITAL JOURNAL 


s|is the only publication 


dedicated solely to info on 
RTTY, Packet, Pactor, G- 
tor, Clover, Amtor, CCW, 
CW and more! Rigs, 
computers, software, 
news and reviews are 
Each 


“x:|month, every 32 page 


issue is chock-full of 
hints, tips, operating 
news and events to help 
you get the most out of 


this exciting aspect of amateur radio! 
Don’t miss a single issue. Get connected today! Fill out and 
mail the form below, with enclosed payment to: 
IDRA/DJ » P.O. Box 2550 * Goldenrod, FL 32733-2550 
or fax to: 407-671-0194 


1 Yr (12 issues) O $32.00 1stC - U.S. /NA © DX-Air $42.00 


Name 
Address 
City 


State/Country 
Zip/Postal Code 
QVISA MMC # 


Exp. Date 
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Flamingo News 


The Flamingo Net, in cooperation ° 
with the University of Miami Amateur 
Radio Club, held a free Tail-Gate Swap 
Fest on Saturday, April 20th. This was 
the first of what is hoped to become a 
semi-annual event held in parking lot 
#102, in the extreme northwest corner 
of the university’s Coral Gables campus. 

The weather was perfect and 
some swappers arrived as early as 7:00 
am, although the activities weren’t sup- 
posed to start quite that early! Before 
the day was over, nearly twenty 
swappers had appeared. This was quite 
a surprise for a first-time ever event! we 
hope that with more exposure, even bet- 
ter attendance may be achieved. if 

By popular demand, the next Tail 
Gate Swap Fest will be held at the same 
location and time on Saturday October 
5, 1996 (with an alternate rain date of 
Saturday, October 12). Parking lot #102 
can be reached by coming east on Miller 
Drive (S.W. 56 Street) until it hits the 
west side of the University of Miami 
Campus at San Amaro. Turn left (north- 
bound) onto San Amaro and go 5 short 
blocks. The entrance to parking lot #102 
will be on your right. The University of 
Miami Amateur Radio Club Repeater 
(146.865) will be available for talk-in as- 
sistance. 

For those not familiar with the Fla- 
mingo Net, it was founded in 1953 asa 
ten meter social net. We meet every Fri- 
day night at 7:30 pm on 29.044 MHz and 
QSY to 28.444 MHz at 8:00 pm. Two 
meters is also monitored for check-ins 
between 7:45 and 8:00 pm: 147.210, 
146.910 and 146.865 repeaters are 
checked in that order. Net activities in- 
clude on-the-air contests, 10 meter and 
2 meter transmitter hunts, Swap Fests, 
BBQ/picnic every April in a local park, 
assisting during Hamboree (usually 
helping in the RV area) and a Dutch Din- 
ner every October (weekend before Hal- 
loween) at a local restaurant. 

Hope to hear you check-in or see 
you at one of our activities! 

Bill Moore, WA4TEJ 
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Let’s Upgrade!! 

Well, you’ ve read all the previous 
articles in this fine publication. You 
have read all of the articles in every 
other publication. You signed the in- 
demnity release form?? It’s finally time 
to break free of that old clunky Operat- 
ing System. 

Let’s go through the checklist. 

You have a system with the fol- 

lowing items. 
386DX33 or better processor. 
8 Megabytes of RAM 

First order of business is the life- 
line. If you have a backup system, now 
is a good time to use it. Back up every- 
thing you have. Don’t forget to make a 
bootable floppy with tape restore soft- 
ware on it. 

If you trust me, you can skip the 
backup and get right to the good stuff. 

The Windows 95 installer runs 
from DOS or Windows 3.X. It takes any- 
where from 45 minutes to two hours to 
run and most of that time, the computer 
is copying files. The bulk of the effort 
appears to be decompression as the in- 
stall time is greatly dependent on the 
performance of your machine. If you 
bought the full version of Windows 95, 
you can install it on a blank hard disk. If 
you bought the upgrade, the installer 
will look for a copy of Windows 3.X be- 
fore it willrun. If you are installing on a 
new disk, the installer can check the 
Windows 3.X install floppy as proof of 
ownership. Make sure you have it 
handy. 

Windows 95 spends a good bit of 
time examining your hardware. If it finds 
devices that it recognizes, the driver in 
your CONFIG.SYS file © and 
AUTOEXEC.BAT file will be commented 
out and a new 32 bit driver will be sub- 
stituted. If you have a CD ROM, a mo- 
dem, or a sound card, connect or install 
them before you run the Windows 95 
installer. These devices will be config- 
ured and ready to use after the OS boots. 

Well, you’ ve run the installer and 
rebooted your computer. The majority 
of you trying this process will have no 
problems with your machine. If you 
right-click (point and press the right 
mouse button) on the “My Computer” 
icon and select properties, a system con- 
figuration window appears. This is a 
very important screen as it tells you how 
the installer interpreted your hardware. 

Select the performance tab from 
this window and look at results. If the 
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disks were recognized, then the System 
will be using all 32 bit drivers. If one of 
your devices was not recognized, then 
the system will use MS-DOS compat- 
ibility mode. This is not a bad thing. 
My system at home uses an old SCSI 
controller running in MS-DOS mode and 
it outperforms IDE drives with 32 bit 
drivers. 

There are some buttons at the 
bottom of this window that offer some 
performance tweaks. These are usually 
configured correctly by the system but 
let’s open them up anyway. 

The “File System” button lets you 
configure the read ahead optimization 
of the disk drives and tweak your file 
system. I have found that if you allow 
read-ahead, your drive performance may 
actually suffer. I adjusted these settings 
using a high performance game like 
Myst and my system works best with 
no read-ahead at all. A tweaking tool 
would be really handy right now but 
none is provided. 

The “Troubleshooting” tab under 
this window gives you the capability to 
disable some multi-tasking functions. 
These are helpful if you are experienc- 
ing lock-ups while accessing the disks. 
Generally speaking, if your problem dis- 
appears when you check one of these 
functions, you have a hardware prob- 
lem. These buttons are stiete to help you 
find it. 

Return to the main properties box 
and select the “Graphics” button. Here, 
you can adjust the hardware accelera- 
tion of your video card. If you are expe- 
riencing weird video characteristics, try 
adjusting this set- 
ting. However, I 
have never had to 
touch this setting. 

The last but- 
ton is called “Virtual 
Memory.” This 
function is similar to 
the virtual memory 
manager in Windows 
3.X; however, the 
new virtual memory 
manager for Win- 
dows 95 is dynamic 
and does not require 
a fixed page file. It’s 
best to leave this 
alone as it works just 
fine the way it comes 


Dealer for... 


ALINCO * AZDEN * 


KT4FY 


_ Now, click on the “Device Man- 
ager” tab to bring up the hardware con- 
figuration. Each of your hardware de- 
vices is listed here by category. If you 
highlight a device and select properties 
(or double-click the device); a window 
appears displaying the configuration of 
the device and the drivers that support - 
it. If there are problems with the device, 
there will be a yellow exclamation point 
covering the icon. Here, you can manu- 
ally adjust the I/O ports, interrupts or 
DMA channels assigned to each device. 
If the installer did not correctly identify 
your device, here is where you fix it. 

The top icon in this display is ofa 
computer. If you open a properties win- 
dow for this box, a summary of your 
system is brought up. This screen set 
is one of the best features of Windows 
95. Here, the complete list of the I/O 
ports, Interrupts, a nd DMA channels 
are presented. If you ever want to adda 
new device, check here to see what’s 
free before settings those jumpers. 

Also, while you’re looking at the 
“Device Manager” list, check to make 
sure Windows 95 found all of your hard- 
ware. If one of your devices is not 
listed, one of two things probably hap- 
pened. 

First, the device might be con- 
trolled by a DOS driver that blocked the 
hardware search algorithm. Try com- 
menting the DOS driver out and run- 


Steve lezzi, 
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ning the “Add New Hardware Wizard” getting file errors, you probably have a 


onder the “Control Panel.” Let the Op- 
erating System inspect ‘your hardware 
and see if it finds the device. If not, the 
device is not compatible with Windows 
95. Now, you have to contact the manu- 
facturer of the product for updated driv- 
ers. 

Second, the device may be incom- 
patible. Again, locate a driver from your 
device vendor and re-install per the in- 
structions with the driver. 

If you have gotten this far and 
everything seems to work, the only way 
to judge the nature of your new system 
is by using it. Try running some sound 
and video applications. Some good 
ones are on the Windows 95 CD. These 
really stress the hardware and could 
identify some latent problems. 

If things are unreliable, particu- 


hardware problem and more specifically 
amemory problem. 

Some common memory problems 
are as follows: 

Running new DRAM in an old 
motherboard: If you have a 
motherboard that is three years old or 
more, be sure to purchase DRAM 
SIMM’s with nine chips, not three. 
Three chip SIMMs use high density 
RAM’s with new refresh methods. 

Clock Doubling or Tripling CPU’s: 
Some mother boards will not run clock 
multiplying (DX2 or DX4) CPU’s. Be 
careful if you upgrade a board designed 
only for single speed CPU’s. 

Direct Memory Access: Boards 
that directly access the memory like SCSI 
controllers or sound cards can corrupt 
your operating system. Make sure you 


have the latest driver for these boards. 

Memory Boundary Problems: 
Some motherboards have a problem ex- 
ceeding a memory boundary like 4 
Megabytes or 16 Megabytes. This prob- 
lem shows up when you decide to up- 
grade from 4 Megabytes to 8 Megabytes 
and unknowingly cross the boundary. 
Manufacturers who have this problem 


_ will only tell you about it if you call to 


complain. Try running the Operating - 
System with only 4 Megabytes of RAM. 
If the problem goes away, this is a good 
bet for the reason. 

Next month we will cover un-in- 
stalls and get into the details of config- 
uring some of the devices. I’m also go- 
ing to cover networking issues includ- 
ing the “Remote Access Client,” the- 
gateway to the. Internet. 

Steve 


larly if your system is freezing or if your 


437 S. Babcock Street, Melbourne 
727-2311 
AMATEUR RADIO REPAIR 
FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 
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DISCOUNT ELECTRONICS 
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COMPLETE COMPUTER RE PAIR 
AND UPGRADES 
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“ON LINE” with The Internet” 
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Direct Broadcast Service 


Emergency Service 
We'll Have you back on-line QUICKLY 


IBM Trained Technician 


with many years experience on personal computers. 


Full service shop, including monitor repair. 


Feel free to call with questions or specific needs. 


407-727-2311 
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Internet Update 


Comet Hyakutake Picture Database 

A new set of pictures have been released by NASA, 
the European Space Agency and the Naval Research Labo- 
ratory that make up a time lapse movie of Comet Hyakutake 
making its close approach to the Sun. The observations were 
made between April 29 and May 6 with the NRL-built Large 
Angle Spectrometric Coronagraph instrument onboard the 
Solar and Heliospheric Observatory spacecraft. World Wide 
Web: 

- http:/Jasco-www.nrlnavy.mil/b2-1996.html 
Cooking Index And Recipes 


Mimi’s Cyber Kitchen is a large index to cooking a 


-food-related sites on the World Wide Web. It claims links to 


1,500 other food-related sites of all kinds, organized into 25 
categories and offers quick access to new sites through a 
what’s new section. The second new Web site listed has just 
debuted with 150 recipes covering all types of food. World 
Wide Web: 

http://www.cyber-kitchen.com/ 

http://www.niagara.com/~mnotte/cookbook.html 

News And More From India 

All India Radio, the 70-year-old radio broadcaster for 
India, has launched a home page on the World Wide Web. 
The page currently includes daily news updates from India 
and surrounding nations, a newspaper review and a special 
section covering the current elections. World Wide Web: . 

http://air.kode.net/. 

Chinese Commercial Web Server 

If you want to check out the first nongovernmental 
Web server in China and see what it has to offer you’ Il need 
a Web browser capable of displaying frames. If you have that 
you can visit the site and read the information which is avail- 
able in English and Chinese. World Wide Web: 

http://power.beijing.cn.net/ 
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Aether Madness - An Offbeat Guide To The 
Online World 


If you want to discover some new sites but find exist- 
ing indicies and guides a little on the boring side then this 
should please you. The Aether Madness Web site, which 
is actually the full text of the book. offers a look at several 
areas of the Internet in a light hearted, funny, way. World 
Wide Web: 

http://www.aether.com/Aether/ 

The NeoScience Institute 

Under the motto, “No theory too absurd to explore, 
no safety hazard too large to overlook, no result too bizarre 
to discount, no cost too high (unless of course it involves 
that pesky money stuff),” the NeoScience Institute has a 

great Web site that includes an amusing “tour” of the facil- 
ity and offers an insight into current research that includes 
“animal training through high-energy explosives,” “a new 
manned mission to the sun,’ “an Empire-State Building- 
sized Tesla-Coil (why rely on natural lightning?),” and “a 
study into whether or not Windows 95 is the incarnation of 
the antichrist.”” World Wide Web: 
http://www.gl.umbc.edu/~etoton1/neosci/home.htm 
Sports Network 
The Sports Network online offers live sports results 
and scores from in progress games, headlines and news 
from ali major sports, sports business news and a keyword 
search facility. The Sports Marketplace Directory offers 
general business information for sports-related organiza- 
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Omar Electronics lne 


(404) 466-3241 FAX: (404) 466-9013 
We Accept: @ VISA @ MC @ AMEX ® Discover 


tions. World Wide Web: 

http://www.sportsnetwork.com/ 

| The Why Files 

This is an excellent series of pages from the National 
Institute for Science Education. Twice a month the pages 
are updated with explanations of the science behind items 
in the news, such as why tornadoes can’t be predicted bet- 
ter, as tornado season approaches, and how the Unabomber 
could be traced from the screws he made. World Wide Web: 

http://whyfiles.news.wisc.edu/ 

Investment Data Online 

GrayFire Information Services has launched access 
to selected Wall Street information and personal invest- 
ment tools via its Web Site. Information includes the latest 
price with last trade detail, 90-day historical stock graphs, 
index calculations, and searches by ticker symbol or name. 
World Wide Web 

http://www.grayfire.com/ 

Parliaments Of The World 

Around the world, governments and parliaments are 
setting up servers on the global Internet to offer citizens 
and those overseas easier access to information and news. 
The Global Democracy Network has collected together many 
of the online parliaments on a single page. World Wide 
Web: 

http://www.gdn.org/parliaments/parliaments. html 


Full line of AZDEN Products 
ICOM - KENWOOD -YAESU 
ARRL Publications 
Antenoa & Connectors 


Marc 
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Protecting Prying Eyes 


Censoring smut on the Internet is a lively topic these 
days. Misguided politicos inflame the debate, pontificating 
on the ease with which a child will become inundated with 
porno. Parents get up in arms over something 
they probably know little about and 
demand action. The next 
thing one hears is 
internet regula- 
tion. Follow that 
with a debate on 
what constitutes 
pornography or 
smut and one has a 
good chance of liv- 
ing in their second or 
carnation before that ever gets settled. 

Meanwhile, many parents are probably not 
avid internet devotees and are not aware of programs that 
eliminate or minimize the access to the so-called smut and 
other topics that parents choose to censor. 

One of those programs is Cybersitter which gives the 
parent or other concerned individuals the ability to limit ac- 
cess to objectionable material on the Internet. 

The program operates in the background and analyzes 
all Internet activity. If one of the previously selected or cen- 
sored activities is detected, the activity is blocked immedi- 
ately. One can log attempts for later review if desired. The 
software is password protected making it virtually impos- 
sible for a child to defeat. 

I get somewhat disturbed at the TV whiners who con- 
stantly cry that children are very clever and bypass pass- 
words with relative ease. Bullfeathers! Anyone who has for- 
gotten passwords for applications know full well how easy it 
is to bypass password protected data. My last experience 
was by creating a simple password with my fingers 
mispositioned on the keyboard. It was with the SKIP book- 
keeping program (Quicken). Two days of continuous assaults 
by me and my very computer literate friend proved fruitless, 
Quicken was sympathetic and the program that MIGHT fer- 


third rein- 


over $1200. I finally recre- 
ger position possibilities 
since the password was 
only three characters, 
was able to strike it 
lucky. 
And for the in- 
formation of the 
knowledgeable 
computer users: Yes 
a - I did manage to enter 
whe incorrect password twice. It 
taught me a painful lesson not to proceed at 
breakneck speed when asked to verify one’s entry. 
Getting back to Cybersitter, the program includes a list 
of 1000 bad sites (unsuitable for children). The list focuses 
on topics such as adult or sexual issues, illegal activities, 
bigotry, racism, drugs, or pornography. The list includes hun- 
dred of Usenet News Groups as well as common adult ori- 
ented chat lines. 

One of the unique features of Cybersitter is its art phrase 
filtering function. Rather than blocking single.words or pre- 
defined phrases, it actually looks at how the word or phrase 
is used in context. This provides an excellent blocking method 
for objectionable text and eliminates the possibility that words 
with double meanings will be inadvertently blocked. 

The filter file is easily updated by a simple click of the 
mouse and there is no charge. Since the Internet changes on 
a daily basis, a daily click would be in order. 

Cybersitter can be installed on a single PC or on any 
local or wide area network. The requirements are Microsoft 
Windows 95 or Windows 3.1x, 3-1/2" floppy disk, 1 MB free 
hard disk space, 4 MB RAM and WINSOCK compliant 
Internet software. 

A family won’t go broke at $39.95 for a single user 
copy. One can download a free trial version of Cybersitter. 
The home page provides concerned individuals with useful 
information for “Keeping Kids Safe in Cyberspace”. It’s a 
must read for concerned parents. 

http://www.solidoak.com/cyberspc.htm 


ret out the password cost a 
ated all the fin- s. 
and : 


‘ 


Florida Online New News Server 


FLORIDA ONLINE is proud to 
announce the installation and setup of 
our new “NEWS SERVER” 

The new news server was in- 
stalled 4/20/96 and opened to the pub- 
lic Sunday 4/21/96 

All news had to be deleted in or- 
der for us to reformat the drives. 

The new system is running ona 
SUN SPARC 5 (110 mHz) with TEN (10) 
Gigs of hard drives. The OS and NEWS 
hard drives are on seperate high speed 
(scsi I]) Busses so the system can do 
concurrent reads and writes. The 
I:thernet port is Buffered to reduce col- 
lisions and the system is connected di- 
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rectly to our new CISCO 16 port ethernet 
switch for maximum thruput to the 
Internet. 

NewsGroups are now set to ex- 
pire in SEVEN (7) days. 

—It will take a few days for the 
news to rebuild but not long, it is pretty 
swift at 450+ meg a day ! 

Jerry Russell 


Far Out! Farside 


Many of us tormented souls are 
still suffering withdrawal symptoms 
since Gary Larson retired his Farside 
cartoons. For those who are still experi- 


encing cold sweats and tremors, there’s 
help! 

“On A Lighter Note” in the UK 
sports a web page featuring information 
on UK’s coolest nightclubs (like your 
gonna head out to one over the week- 
end), Dating Agencies (you never 
know), links to Virtual Galleries, but best 
of all - a whole section of Farside car- 
toons. The page also has a couple other 
sections, one featuring a Web Daily 
Cartoon and a parcel of jokes. 

Tis a fun page. ’Tis. ’Tis. 

Check it out at: 

http://id.admin.cranfield.ac.uk/ 
slowhtmI/lighter/index.html 
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lorida Online..S 


Central Florida's Premier Internet Provider Announces 4 


150 hours per month! yg 


__ (Additional Hours only $0.50 perhour) *° 
Free Personal Home Pages! 


PP W—08 * Text-Based Dial-In, Sing Sdn, * 
pr 0° *%& SLIIP (Graphical) Avaya 
ye eS and PPP (Graphical) *  %, 
Shareware / Freeware packages are available for OS/2, Winduws, Macintosh and Linux! 


», & Use Netscape to surf the World Wide Web! Do your research, 
shop on-line, check out the latest news from around the world, 
listen to music or chat with freinds, all on the Web! 


* Looking for Files? Search the archives of the CICA library, log 
directly into IBM, Microsoft and Apple, or get all the newest files 
and animations, and so much more, all free! 


* Into games and gaming? Log into one of the many game BBS' 
or servers on the Internet! Choose your favorite game, and you | 
will find there are more than just a few places to go and engage 
against other adventurers! 


Owned and operated by KC4UFI (Jerry Russell), and KD4MIW (Sharon Russell). 
For more information, or to sign up, please call: 
In Brevard 6 3 5 8 es 8 o Toll-free statewide: 

ied r. 1-800-676-2599 
POWER BURT THC MTCRACT CN 


ee, Cline. 


Carl Houston, Jr., AFF2P 


Peacetime...when the World has 
no great conflicts...when our military 
personnel are essentially “at home” or 
on short training periods...when there 
is no rumor of our commitments to pre- 
serve peace in far-away countries...is 
the best time of all. Over the last few 
years, our troops have been-sent to 
many problem areas to prevent the 
spread of war, and they have an excep- 
tional record of being victorious in all 
operations. 

Fact: Our MARS system is de- 
pended on most during major World 
conflicts. Our military men and women 
in foreign lands have, for many years, 
been able to get messages to and from 
home faster than regular mail, thanks to 
MARS, and in many instances, even get 
a ‘personal touch’ via phone patch. 
These services, provided entirely by 
volunteer operators these days, has 
been one of the greatest contributions 
to the morale of our service personnel 
during this century. Now, ot over 10,000 
MARS stations, 98% are affiliates (1995 
count; source: Air Force Times article). 

Although budgets to all of the 
MARS services have been cut drasti- 
cally in the past year or two (Navy-Ma- 
rine Corps 35%, Air Force 50%, and Army 
70%), the annual budget is only about 3 
million dollars, owing to the volunteer 
operators, like us, who unselfishly pro- 
vide the needed service on a regular 
basis. All three chiefs have agreed that 
the messages and phone patches that 
still abound show the need for MARS. 
It has been estimated that the cost to 
restore the MARS prograin as it once 
__ was, with military stations in their origi- 
nal role, would cost close to 100 million 
of 1995 tax dollars yearly. As you can 
see, everyone Is getting a bargain these 
days. 

MARS has also proven its’ worth 
during many domestic emergencies by 
providing health and welfare messages 
to civilians involved in disasters. There 
have been earthquakes (Loma Prieta, 
Northridge, and others in California), 
floods in the Midwest and hurricanes 
(Hugo and Andrew and more) along 
Coastal areas. In many other instances, 
MARS was ready to be of assistance if 
needed. 

Since the MARS program began 
in 1925, radio has been the primary 
means of getting MARSgrams and other 
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traffic through the system. Some of us 
have seen it all, from spark-gap CW to 
satellite up/downlink, and everything in 
between. We have a slowdown in mes- 
sage traffic recently, especially since the 
end of the Gulf War. There are many 
contributing factors: first, the cost of 
overseas calling has been reduced dras- 
tically. Second, technology has made 
even the remotest military installation 
be able to have phone service via satel- 
lite, and when not being used for tacti- 
cal operations, is available to service 
personnel. 

There are also several new ways 
to get messages into the system. Previ- 
ously, an originator contacted the Base 
Family Services and sent them. Non-mili- 
tary families needed to know a MARS 
member or group in their area in order to 
use Our services. Other ways to enter 
any traffic into the system: the easiest 
(if you have no MARS operator neat 
you) is to use an on-line computer ser- 
vice, which is more easily available to 
all than a year or so ago. 

The need for these net services 
were realized and put into effect only 
recently. For instance, a not-for-profit 
group, the North American Center for 
Emergency Communication (NACEC) 
was instituted for, among other things, 
to let persons originate civilian-to-mili- 
tary messages thru the internet (http:// 
www.winternet.com/—nacec/ 
index.html). The messages entered here 
are then then handed over to MARS 
(usually Army MARS) for world-wide 
distribution. If you have no Web ser- 
vice, you.may request a message form 
via e/mail (nacec@millcomm.com) and 
send messages in that manner. Also, 
you may contact “Military City Online”, 
provided by America Online (keyword 
“mcocomm’), 

It would be most prudent for 
MARS members to let the people in their 
area know about their service and how 
to get in contact with them. 

* K° * 

The recent Chiefs meeting in 
Washington, DC was very productive. 
Many aspects of the interoperability of 
the three services were worked out, and 
only a few details remain to be finalized. 
As reported previously, look for: 4 MHz 
frequencies loss and replacement; sat- 


- ellite operations; better digital software 


applications for joint operations; cross- 


utilization of MARS bulletin boards, re- 
peaters, and other information services, 
and many other needed operations. 

The surplus property program 
will be revamped, making it much easier 
to get items from DRMOs and other de- 
pot locations. 

As soon as the meeting’s min- 
utes are completed and approved, a com- 
plete report will be issued. This will be. 
the policy-setting action; no implemen- 
tations can be utilized until a written 
policy is published by our headquar- | 
ters. 

The Chief wishes to thank each 
AF MARS member who submitted some 
input for consideration at the meeting. - 
All was discussed and some type of 
action taken. 

* * O* 

We would like to welcome the 

following new members to Region 2: 

AFT2WW, Warner Robins, GA, 
Seabey Dykes; APTN S35 
Lawrenceville,GA, Frank Grantham; 
AFT2FP, Gallatin, TN, Richard Wood- 
ward: AFT2ZF, Deltona, FL, John 
Barker; AF1T2DJ, Roxboro, NC, Moffett 
Spencer; AFT2SX, Melbourne, FL, M. 
Nadel; AFT2YA, Linville, NC, Kenneth 
Osborne; AFT2DI, Ft. Meyers, FL, Brian 
Burgess. 

These individuals have been 
using the new Region 2 Training manual 
developed by AFF2T, Thomas Taylor, 
and AFF2C, Vic Carson. Comments on 
the manual have been very favorable. 
Tom has made copies available to each 
SMD. 

Dale mae 

AFF20 Report: The Region 2 
membership is now 564. During the first 
quarter, the members had a total of 34049 
hours participation, some of which was: 

2S1 - 7369 hours; AHF - 3172 
hours; VHF - 3914 hours; Packet - 12298 
hours. 

Thanks to all for their fortitude 
and enthusiasm. 

- AIM HIGH! 


DISCLAIMER. This is not an of- 
ficial United States Air Force release, 
and does not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Air Force or the MARS. 


June 1996 # SKIP 


NEWS RELEASE —. 
BOSNIA 


This news release is distributed 
so that Army MARS can better serve 
the public by placing important news 
items in local newspapers. This release 
may be edited to meet the needs of the 
paper by you or by its own editor. Please 
maintain the original meaning if editing 
is done. 

At the end of this release, note 
that a point of contact is needed. Place 
your own name and telephone number 
at that point. Do not use another MARS 
member’s name and telephone number 


without his/her express permission. — 


This is a provision of the Privacy Act 
under which Army MARS operates. If, 
for some reason, no point of contact is 
locally available to you, you may use 
my name, e-mail address, and telephone 
(520) 565-2876. 


FREE MESSAGES TO BOSNIA 


Army MARS is pleased to an- 
nounce that free MARSgram messages 
may now be sent to the military person- 
nel deployed to Operation Joint En- 
deavor in Bosnia. After months of coor- 
dination, the following Joint Endeavor 
addresses can receive messages frorr 
family and friends: 

A. APO AE 09779 ZAGREB, 
CROATIA 

_ B. APO AE 09780 SARAJEVO, 
BOSNIA-HERZAGOVINA 

C. APO AE 09781 SPLIT, 
CROATIA 

D. APO AE 09782 KISELJAC, 
BOSNIA-HERZAGOVINA 

E. APO AE 09789 TUZLA, 
BOSNIA-HERZAGOVINA (PREVI- 
OUSLY AUTHORIZED) 

F. APO AE 09793 TASZAR, 
HUNGARY 

Army MARS continues to serve 
military personnel wherever thay may 
be for all services. To send a message, 
the name and address of the sender, the 
full name and address of the recipient, 
and a message of 50 words or less are 
all that are needed. It’s simple. It’s very 
rewarding to both parties. Try it. You'll 
like it. 

For further information or 
to send a message, please call: 
Lorraine S. Matthew/AAA9PR 


(520)-565-2876 E-mail: 
lorimatt@aol.com or Patricia 
Goodwin/AAA9PL — e-mail: 
Pat G74934 
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Hints on Organizing 


Your E-Mail 


-by Ravi Ramnath, 9Y4SRR 

The World Wide Web may be the most 
talked about part of the Internet,but the “most 
widely used” honour goes to the humble E- 
mail message. While nearly 10 million people 
worldwide have access to the web, more than 
50 million send and receive electronic mail over 
the net. That’s a lot of e-mail. 

Although most of us are comfortable 
firing offa quick e-mail to a co-worker or friend 
on the same online service, things can get dicey 
when you try to send files across the internet 
and in mailboxes of your beaten e-mail path. 
To make sense of electronic mail, the Editors 
at CINET began sending messages, files and 
compressed multi-file e-mail in every plau- 
sible direction-from in-house Macs to faraway 
PCs,and from UNIX workstations to old 
clunkers hooked up to the America Online. 
C\NET evaluatied many of the available e- 
mail packages available. 

If you find that your mailing program 
isn’t up to snuff,don’t miss the comparative 
review of the 19 personal e-mail package - 
many of them are just a free download away. 

Once you begin to use e-mail regularly, 
you'll quickly find yoursef getting more than 
just a few messages a day. Subscribe to a few 
popular discussion groups or newsletters, and 
the number of messages arriving at your vir- 
tual doorstep could easily swamp your desk- 
top. Faced with that kind of onslaught, you 
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have two options: 

1. Quit your job: 

Lock yourself in your den with enough 
food to last several weeks,and start sifting 
through your in-box....knowing that just about 
the time you finish one day’s worth of mes- 
sages, you’ ll receive the next batch. 

2. Get Organised 

Here are a few tips on how to create 
order out of the e-mail crisis. The easiest way 
to start getting organised is to create mail- 
boxes, which are virtual folders in which to 
sort your messages. Most e-mail programs 
have the ability to create miltiple mailboxes, 
and doing so is generally simple. In the case 
of Eudora Pro, for example, select NEW un- 
der the mailbox meau, give the box a catchy 
name (like important-personal or box-ignore), 
then sort your mail into the boxes using the 
transfer menu. You can also create a folder 
that holds several different mailboxes by se- 
lecting the make it a folder option. 

You should build separate folders for 
personal mail and business mail, and make 
one folder for each mailing list or 
cyberpublication to which you 
subscribe.When you scan through your e- 
mail, quickly check who the messages are 
fromor what the subject is, and sort them 
accordingly. Voila - you’ve just gotten 
organised. 
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We Buy & Sell Good Used Equipment—All used equipment checked out prior to sale 


Free Shipping on Orders over $50, Discounts on phone orders 
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ELECTRONICS REPAIR _ [INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 
KLM COMMUNICATIONS Your Number One Radio Repair Center for Florida and the USA! 


4 OUR 16TH YEAR 
eT Ke * All Home Electronics i 


a 2 IRCI SUPPORTS YOU AND YOUR RADIO THROUGH: 
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INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, AL 33334. 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 . 


SHRINE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 
a unit of the 
Florida Shrine Association FRANK M. BUTLER, W4RH 
DIRECTOR, SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 


for information contact 
Gerry Skinner, K4LVZ, [ph.:(407)679-4244) 
3311 Ellwood Ct. Winter Park, Fl 32792 or 
Jerry Deutscher, KQ4UW, [ph.:(941)472-5130) or 
Hank Wells, WiTNE, [ph.:(407)727-1371) or 323 ELLIOTT ROAD, SE 
join us on the Shrine Net which FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32548 
meets each Sunday @ 1:30PM on 7236KHz PHONE: (904) 244-5425 
MCI MAIL: 311-3659 


Box 2790 RR#2 
S Melrose, FL 32666 
NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. a 


ELECTRONIC CABLE e CONNECTORS e CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES Send for price list 
K4GIT 
12240 NE 14th Ave. 


ye RADIO ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
BENJAMIN L. NEMSER 


We Specialize In Receiving and Special Purpose Tubes 
" DORTHY and DON GIES 
President 


352-475-1950 
Phone or Fax 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapio 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
Att MAKEs 


% Specialized Design Engineering/Construction 
% Also Marine Electronics — 


7130 North Main Street Guy Mallard, W6IYK . 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 (904) 764-0042 


Owner - Tom Larrivee 
LBB. 


WA4DKG 
Ahm singin fer mah dinner 
in a big em 


ty space. 
Fer 75 buc 
I'll give you mah place. 


GMS 


ELECTRONICS 
Pierson, FL 32180 


800-785-6266 Sales/Service 


OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE” 


164 West First Ave. 


Tech 904-749-2042 
FAX 904-749-3147 


FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES 
APS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. 
CC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 
A: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 
1994 Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 
Send request and SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 
BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 
ear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 


Andy Clark, W4IYT - P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 33266 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 


Come join the MEMBER INVESTIGATION 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association 


C.B.1. EQUIFAX AGENCY 
: . T.R.W. 
Lauderhill, Florida 


B.B.B Coutections ¢ Over Due Dests © Bao CHECKS 
bap FINANCIAL AbjusTEeRs ¢ Rent CoLLectTors 
For more information call: 


Sxip TRACING 
Jerry, WB2BEC, Pres. - (305) 741-3955 NELSON ENRIQUEZ, P.l. 
Monty, NALLZ, VP - (305) 748-1560 
@e2@eeeee0ede@ 


@2@20200800800600@ 


BUSINESS BUREAU, INC. 


Lorraine S. Matthew, AAAYPR 


“NOT JUST ASTRONAUTS 
CAN WORK ON MARS?” ... thus de- 
clares the title poster ina MARS dis- 
play set up by Paul Scovanner, grand- — 
son of Father Dan Scovanner whom § 
we, in Florida, will respect and miss 
for years to come. Paul’s display was | 
featured in the Manatee County (FL) | 
History Fair. MARS’ own history was | 
featured as well as the roles that } 
MARS has played in American his- } 
tory. This display was very well re- | 
ceived and scored very high in the | 
judging phase of the fair. Father Dan | 
may be gone but the MARS banner } 
still flies as a part of the Scovanner 
family. Thank you, Paul. 

The month of June is a busy one 
for Florida Army MARS with the quar- 
terly FEMA Emergency Communica- 
tions Net exercise to be held on the 
first and, on a much more extensive ba- 
sis, the worldwide Grecian Firebolt 96 
(GF96) communications exercise in 
which Army MARS has a larger role than 
it has ever had before. Of special inter- 
est to all MARS members is the fact that, 
for the first time, all service MARS 
interoperability has become a part of 
this joint exercise. ; 

In addition to the requested Army 
MARS support for GF96, the Eastern 
Area scenario calls for a hurricane 
(BART) to emerge from the African 
coast, flow across the Atlantic and make 
landfall as a category 5 hurricane on the 
South Carolina coast. Northeast Florida 
and coastal Georgia would, of course, 
be impacted by such a storm and direct 
support for them and to South Carolina 
will be expected from Florida Army 
MARS operators. Part of the scenario 
also calls for the Eastern Area Gateway 
station to become inoperative during the 
emergency. Rerouting of traffic and the 
setting up of a backup gateway station 
becomes necessary as a result and the 
flexibility of the Army MARS members 
will be exercised. Interaction with five 
disaster relief agencies also requires a 
flexible approach to frequencies, mes- 
sage traffic formats, and net protocols. 
EEI messages and resource EE] mes- 
sages, a new use for the EEI reports, 
should flow nationwide as all MARS 
supports GF96. Army MARS support 
for GF96 itself runs from 3 June 96 
through 20 June 96. The intensity of 
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the Eastern Area work occurs 3 June 96 
through 19 June 96. Florida Army MARS 
and the sister service MARS organiza- 
tions of Florida have the operators who 
are well trained and who can handle this 
type of operation. It will be interesting 
to see the new elements in this opera- 
tion such as the interoperability with 
each other and with the various agen- 
cies to be involved. 

Facing the reality of living in 
Florida, of course, is the job of every 
citizen of Florida. June Ist begins the 
hurricane season. Already, sections of 
Florida have already dealt with severe 
storms and tornadoes. Tropical storms 
and hurricanes bring more of the same 
and then some as ali of you reading this 
column know. Florida Army MARS 


members are experienced in emergency . 


communications and those new to the 
program have a lot of members willing 
to help them learn. Close member rela- 
tionships are a hallmark of Florida Army 
MARS. The Pennsylvania Army MARS 
Public Relations Officer Peggy Dile/ 
AAT3DC wrote as atheme for PA Army 
MARS Conference, “Friendship ... Fi- 
delity ... Future”. These three words 
signify what Florida Army MARS has 
always practiced — Friendship to ce- 
ment the corps of Army MARS opera- 
tors together in unified action, Fidelity 
to the missions assigned to and by Army 
MARS, Future assured with each job 
well done. 

The ideas expressed in the previ- 
ous paragraph should also apply to the 


entire Amateur community (MARS 
and non-MARS) working together in 
harmony. This attitude has been re- 
flected in the recently held Armed 
Forces Day on 18 May during which 
all operators transmitted on Amateur 
bands while listening and receiving in- 
structions on military bands. What 
does this accomplish besides each 
operator having a good time? The 
technique of cross band operation is 
not used very often, but knowledge 
of this technique could become very 
important in an emergency situation. 
f The interoperation between the civil- 
j ian world and the military operators 
promotes understanding and respect 
on both sides. Since this operation 
may be the last Armed Forces Day 
celebration to include CW, the CW op- 
erators were there in force to observe, 
perhaps, an historic close to a long and 
proud tradition. Armed Forces Day does 
far more than honor our men and women 
who wear the uniform of the American 
armed forces or who have, at any time, 
worn those uniforms. It also serves to 
reacquaint all operators with each other 
and to put into practice those techniques 
which could serve us all. 

As though June wasn’t busy 
enough, all MARS members are encour- 
aged to participate in the Field Day ex- 
ercise sponsored by ARRL and being 
held from 1800Z Saturday, June 22, 1996 
through 2100Z Sunday, June 23, 1996. 
Those of us who can are encouraged to 
take to the field with our local radio club 
or other sponsoring group. Get in there 
and help set up. It’s a great deal of fun 
and even an experienced operator can 
learn a great deal by doing this. Man 
one or more of the communicating posi- 
tions and see how far you can get with 
our current propagation factors. 
(Haven’t they been fun lately?!?) At the 
other end of the event, people need to 
help take the installation down. For 
those who have difficulty being so 
physically active, there are many cat- 
egories of operation available to you as 
well. Check with your local radio club 
or the May issue of QST on page 103. 
Join us. Try it. You’ll like it. 


Army MARS continues to march 
Proud, Professional, and Ready. 
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ANNOUNCING THE 238? ANNUAL 


Greater Jacksonville 
Amateur Radio and Computer Show 
and 
Northern Florida Section Conference 


Prime F. Osborn Convention Center 
Jacksonville, Florida 


August 3" and 4", 1996 
9 to 5 Saturday and 9 to 3 Sunday 
= \/ Advanced Registration $6 at Door $8 a on 
- = ===== (Send SASE to Greater Jacksonville Hamfest, Mii 5 
P.O. Box 27033, Jacksonville, FL 32205 until ———_ 
6-30-96 for advanced reservations) 


ents - - 


ut 


i 
Inn 


| 


mr 
al 
ht 


Friday exhibitor and swap table set-up 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


MAJOR EQUIPMENT EXHIBITORS AND VENDORS 
ONE FULL ACRE INDOORS 
ON SITE QSL CARD VERIFICATION 


FREE PARKING 
YL ACTIVITIES 


HOURLY PRIZES AND MAJOR DAILY PRIZES 
TECHNICAL AND NON-TECHNICAL FORUMS 


Walk-in Amateur and Commercial FCC Exams Sunday, 9 a.m. 
Pre-registration Saturday, bring copy of license, any credits, 
and ID, FCC Form 610 provided. 


Swap Tables $20 both days 
For table reservations or other Hamfest information contact: 
Greater Jacksonville Hamfest Association 
P. O. Box 27033, Jacksonville, FL 32205 
904-272-0726 or FAX 904-272-3250 
On the Internet: http://JAXNET.COM/~JRMOORE/OPARC.HTM 
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‘The Best All-Round Packet TNC - 
PacComm?’s PicoPacket 


Ham Gets Life 
Sentence 


oe pepe sie Irvin J. Foret; KB5UJD, of Metairie, 
Only I"x2.5"x model. fe Cae Louisiana, whose Technician Plus license 
3.25". An inch — the battery pack 


' was suspended by the FCC following alle- 
gations of interference to Amateur Radio 
operations in the New Orleans area, has 
reached a settlement with the FCC to end 
its proceedings against him. Foret has agreed 
to immediately surrender his Amateur Ra- 
dio license for life and permanently divest 
himself of all electronic equipment capable 
of transmitting on the ham bands. In addi- 


model fits a quick- 
change 6VDC slide- 
on/slide-off battery 
pack which allows 
continuous opera- 
tion. The Pico- 
Packet contains a 
built-in battery 


shorter than a 
pack of ciga- 
rettes. 


Powerful! Z- 
181 high inte- 
gration MPU 
with one mega- 
byte address 


S charging circuit. tion, Foret has agreed to refrain for life from 
pissin Full-time GPS port applying for any FCC license or permit, 
Inexpensive! (2nd serial port) al- regardless of the service; from participating 
Only US$129 lows both aGPS and || 2s 2 third party in any communication in 
(32k RAM computer to be at- the Amateur Radio service; and from trans- 
model). tached to the Pico- aE on CB. Foret also agreed to pay 
: ; Z 500. 

Perfect Beginner’s TNC! Dy BS Oe eee sie But the core of the agreement was his 
Every feature you would expect in an i consent to “cooperate fully and completely 
AX.25 1200 baud TNC, plus: Built-in GPS receiver. The GPS model 


with all government officials in connection 
with any ongoing or future administrative 
or law enforcement investigations” or pro- 
ceedings involving ham radio operations by 
others. 

The agreement does not prohibit 
Foret from engaging in “otherwise lawful 
transmissions” over land mobile radio fa- 
cilities as part of his work. ; 

The Commission’s original action 
came April 5, 1996, after Commission per- 
sonnel monitored and documented Foret’s 
transmissions in December 1995 and Janu- 
ary 1996. The FCC said some of Foret’s . 
1 transmissions on January 29, 1996, “con- 
stituted willful or malicious interference to 
the transmissions of other Amateur Radio 
stations,” in apparent violation of FCC rules. 

During an inspection of his station, 
the FCC said, Foret “was lacking in candor 
and misrepresented material facts” to Com- 
mission personnel by stating that he did not 
make the transmissions the Commission — 
observed. The FCC also said some of Foret’s 
transmissions were unidentified, they in- 
cluded music or were obscene or indecent, 
and that the alleged indecent transmissions 
occurring at a time when there was a rea- 
sonable risk that children were in the audi- 
ence. 

ARRL Executive Vice President Dave 
Sumner, K1ZZ, was pleased with the out- 
come. “With regard to cleaning up the New 
Orleans situation, while the ball game isn’t 
over, it seems to us that in coming to sucha 
favorable settlement with Mr Foret, the 
FCC has hit a crucial late-inning home run.” 

Ham radio volunteers in the New 
Orleans area worked with the FCC in track- 
ing down the source of the interfering trans- 
missions. 


-Li ! é _ has a built-in Trimble SVee6-CM3 GPS 
pase pastninyen ik ye pie cssiad aan receiver. Total size only 2 Ri ide3:25 
and receive the correct spelling, shortest inches. Active external GPS antenna pro- 
abbreviation, default value(s), acceptable —_ vided. 
values, and a short explanation of its func- Companion GPS receiver. A Trimble 
non. SVee6-CM3 receiver fits in a separate case 
Personal Message System with all the the same size as the Pico and attaches via 
state-of-the-art features: Automatic mes- an audio stereo cable. GPS antenna pro- 
sage addressing to your home BBS, mes- vided. 
sage forwarding via direct or network, etc. Models and Prices: 


APRS (Automatic Packet Reporting Sys- PicoPacket w/32k RAM - $129 


tem) compatible GPS support builtin. picopacket w/128k RAM - $149 
Works with either the standard single serial 
port or the optional second serial port. PicoPacket with 2nd serial port, 128k 


RAM, Real Time Clock - $189 
Terminal programs for both DOS and poh 
Windows included. PicoPacket Batterypack model with 32k 


RAM - $189 
Cables. RJ-45 serial cable with adapter to $ i 
DE-9S. RJ-45 radio cable has real wire - _ PicoPacket Batterypack model with 128k 
solders easily to radio connectors. RAM - $209 : 


Upgradeable. EPROM and RAM are _ PicoPacket Batterypack model with sec- 
socketed for ease in upgrading firmware — ond serial port, 128k, RTC - $249 

and increasing memory. PicoPackevGPS. Same as model directly 
Instruction manual, schematic, Quick above plus internal GPS receiver and GPS 
Command listing, and power cord in- antenna - $629 


cluded. Companion GPS receiver w/active an- 
Optional RAM. 128k, or 512k. tenna, data cable - $399 


Extra battery pack - $45 


PacComm Packet Radio Systems, Inc. 
4413 N. Hesperides St., Tampa, FL 33614-7618 
813-874-2980 Facsimile: 813-872-8696 
BBS: 813-874-3078 Internet: Skip@paccomm.com 
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Boxed or bold - Add $1.00 


SALES POSITION AVAILABLE - Part time or full time for 
established electronics manufacturers’ rep group. Please 
call Brentech Rep Group. (407) 482-0590. Fax: (407) 482- 
2901. 


FOR SALE - 5 used 6146/B tubes - $40.00. Gregg, W2SDV. 


2201 Brian Ave., South Datona, FL 32119. Ph: 904-761-0867. 


FREE - FREE - 2 meter Cushcraft Beam, 40 ft. tower, ham M 
Rotor, 1/2" hardline. You remove it. Earl Holmes, WA4HBS, 
Deerfield. Ph: 945-427-5637. 


Test Equipment Garage Sale: Hundreds of pieces including 


HP, Tektronix, GR, Signal generators, audio to microwave, 
voltmeters, power meters, oscilloscopes, etc. - $25.00 each! 
Quantity discounts! Come by..come buy..before they are gone! 
KA4ULJ Ph: 305-477-6192/Kendall. 


VINTAGE MANUALS 
TELEPHONE FILTERS 


2500 Manuals in Stock. 
Catalog Available w/SASE or Call to Inquire. 
Our Telephone Filters are the Smallest on the Market. 
Eliminates RF Interference from 500: KHz to 30 MHz. 
r Only $12.95 Each or Two for $24.00 


W7FG Vintage Manuals and Products 
3300 Wayside Drive, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
918-333-7893 + 800-807-6146 
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Part-time Sales & Stock help wanted (Broward/S. Palm 
Beach) Saturdays plus two other days. No Sundays. Four 
hours per day. Must have good sales ability and a knowl- 
edge of retail electronics. Also must be available to fill in 
full time during vacation periods. Please send brief resume 
to: Florida Skip Dept. S, 672 Indian River: Drive, 
Melbourne, FL 32935. 


FOR SALE - Yaesu 1000 MP New HF rig in sealed carton. 
Call Marc, WD4AAS. Ft. Lauderdale. Day: 954-776-5996. 
Night: 954-566-0014. 

FOR SALE - 100' tower, Mil Ver AB-105C Includes Guy 
Wire, Screw anchors and Galv Bolts. - $1000 OBO. 2' sides, 
Technical info available. Jim Card, 6873 SW Lassoo Lane; 


Palm City, FL 34990-5152. Ph: 407-288-7399. 


Buyer Beware 
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Florida Hamfest Update - May, 1996 
Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


DATE 


May 25 


LOCATION 


Salvation Army 3800 9th Ave N. 
Talk-in on 146.850, 224.840 & 442.625 
INFO: KF4BRM @ N4XQU 
USF *Indoor* Hamfest (air cond!) 
Fletcher Ave between I-75 & I-275 
Talk-in on 146.940, 147.240 & 442.275 
INFO: Doug, KD4HVC (813) 979-0033 
Bahia Shrine Temple 
Talk-in ?? 
INFO: Cecil K4KEN (407) 281-9169 
Jacksonville Prime Osborne Convention Ctr 
South Lee & West Bay St 
Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO: Billy, N4UF (904) 350-9193 
Melbourne Auditorium 
625 Hibiscus Blvd. 
Talk-in on 146.850 
INFO: Allen, N4PTM = (407) 773-9658 
FREE! At Motorola East Parking Lot 
(Rain Date Sept 28) 
University & Sunrise Blvd 
Talk-in on 146.790 
INFO: Robin, N4AHHP (954) 583-3625 
New Port Richey Recreational Center on 
(Sunday only) | Van Buren Ave. 
Talk-in on 145.35 & 147.15 
INFO: Ron, N9EE (813) 376-6575 
Bradford County Fairgrounds 
U.S. 301 north of SR 100 
Talk-in on 145.150 
INFO: Dan, K4RVD 
West Palm Beach 
Expo Center @ South FL Fairgrounds 
SR 80 just east of U.S. 441 
Talk-in on 147.165 
INFO: Hal, N4UIT (407) 439-0805 
Port St Lucie Port St Lucie Yacht Club 
500 Prima Vista Blvd 
Talk-in on 146.955 
INFO: Don, AC4IO (407) 879-0654 
Sorrento Lake Amateur Radio Ass’n (Eustis) 
(New Location) East Lake Chamber of Commerce 
SR 437 (Plymouth-Sorrento Rd) 
Talk-in on 147.255 
INFO: Tony, KE4NLG 
Florida Expo Park 
l-4 & US 301 
Talk-in on 146.940 
INFO: Jean Endicot 
Okeechobee 


July 27 Tampa 


July 27/28 Orlando 


Aug 3/4 


Sept 7/8 Melbourne 


Sept 14 Sunrise 


Starke 
(904) 475-2695 


19/20 
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(352) 360-1380 


23/24 Tampa 


(813) 525-5178 
Agriculture Center Bldg 

on US 441 1.5 mi north of SR 70 

Talk-in on 147.195 
INFO: Al, AD4RZ 


(813) 467-0516 


Dec 


Jan 


Booster Stadium 
N: 36th Ave 1 mile N of SR 40 
Talk-in on 146.970 t 
INFO: Mario, N4TSV = (852) 245-9514 
‘FL Sports Hall of Fame 
1-75 exit 82 to US 90 west 
Talk-in on 145.490 
INFO: Colen, WA5RKR 


Lake City 
(904) 755-7969 


Fort Myers City of Palms Hamfest 
Fort Myers Shriners Mosque 
2010 Hanson St, 1 bl east of US 41 
Talk-in on 147.345 
INFO: Dale, KD4UAD (813) 275-8360 
Sarasota Robards Sports Arena 
_ 3000 Fruitville Rd 
Talk-in on 146.910 & 444.925 , 
INFO: Sam, KE4BXF (813) 922-4591 
Crystal River Crystal River Armory 
Talk-on on 146.955 
INFO: Bill, KO4ZA (904) 382-5755 
Pinellas Park Benefit Boy’s & Girl’s Club 
7790 61st St North 
Talk-in on 147.060 
INFO: Mike, KC4TEX (813) 823-4251 
Dade County Expo Center 
SW 112th Ave & Coral Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 or 146.925 
INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR __ (305) 642-4139 
Desoto County Fairgrounds 
US 17, 1/2 mi south of SR 70 
Talk-in on 147.075 
INFO: Doug, KN4YT (813) 494-5070 
Bayfront Municiple Auditorium 
Talk-in on 146.760 & 444.925 
INFO: Bill, WA4YRN = (904) 476-8537 
Central Florida Fairgrounds 
4300 W. Colonial Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO: Ken, KD4JQR (407) 961-2465 
Hernando County Fairgrounds 
Talk-in on 146.715 
INFO: Glenn, AC4QH 


Arcadia 


Pensacola 


15/16 Orlando 


22 ~~__— Brooksville 


(904) 799-6755 


HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN EARLY! 
PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ‘ADDITIONS AND WHO TO 
CALL FOR INFO! 

Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 
Army MARS Call: AAT4RV 
Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL, 

8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, FL 33455 
E-Mail: bill.britton@jbs.com 
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CARL'S ANTENNAS 
KS41J 


Lakeview Hamsticks - HF, VHF, UHF 
Smiley 1/2 wave Flex, 5/8 Slim Ducks/ 


“9 Car! Paulicelli 
“| 973 Haas Ave. NE yj 
Palm Bay, FL 32907 SS# 


407-952-6849 
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Florida Skip Bookstop 


SHIPPING AND HANDLING 
INFORMATION 


Shipping and handling is $2 for the first item, $1 for 
each additional item, except where noted. Books are 
shipped via book rate mail, For UPS delivery (US 
only) add $3 and be sure to include a street address 
(UPS cannot deliver to post office boxes. Foreign 
orders are normally sent via surface mail which takes 
8-10 weeks. If you wish airmail delivery add $8 to 
your order. 


ORDER FORM _ 


Name | ae Ot See Skip Books 


Address | ae c/o Gerry Wentz/Editor 
Picea ae RP eye cr ea MRM FESR Ly 672 Indian River Drive 


gered Hs cls es Oa am 8 Ss ny Melboume, FL 32935 


| 22 OOK TITLE ORF PRODUCT _ —Y 


Total Pent E aloud 


FLORIDA SKIP 
4 672 Indian River Dr. Name eal ce NSS SSSR 0a © “RES. 7S 
K 
Melbourne, FL , 
ql , 
Ts 30935 Callsign 
O New 
Renewal Moctess a et a 
Change Information 


*Foreign sUbSCTIDHIONS 
$12.00/year 
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ELP’S AMATEUR RADIO 
ICOM YAESU SG230 SMARTUNER 


@ ALL MAJOR BRANDS NEW & USED @ RADIOS 
@ ANTENNAS @ ACCESSORIES # BOOKS 


7 DAYS A WEEK 


LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES 


CREDIT CARDSWELCOMED SEHABLAESPANOL WEEXPORT 


BROWARD 
(954) 1-800-780-0103 
525-0103 


Shneardraaarneamnenuneberewuan 


1/2 Block South of Route 84 


2513 SOUTHWEST Sth AVENUE - FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 


Happy Bad's 


Duy 
June 16th 


BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE | 
PAID 


ADDRESS _ 
N'MAIL 


672 Indian River Dr. 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED | 


